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Notice to Residents from Langley Cricket Club 

We hope all residents and their families are keeping safe and well at this time.  

For those who are not aware, Langley Cricket Club has been part of the village for 156 years. 

We are a true community club and facility, providing recreational and sporting opportunities 

for all age groups. We are the only Cricket Club in the local area, and we are very proud of 

the offering we provide to that area.  

We have a Club House which provides refreshments for members and guests and we also 

carry out occasional events within our grounds. These events are vital in generating the 

revenue we need to continue to offers the sports facilities that we provide, and without them 

the future of the Club and the teams that play here would be in serious jeopardy.  

I write further to a previous post in relation to concerns that some residents had raised with 

regards to noise coming from the Club during events.  

As part of our response to these concerns, we made contact with Cheshire East Council 

Licensing to discuss various matters. One matter arising out of these discussions was that 

some tweaks would be necessary in relation to our Club Premises Certificate, namely to 

reflect the amendments made to the layout of the Club House since our Club Premises 

Certificate was granted, back in 2005.  

Some of you may be aware that we attempted to lodge minor variation applications to address 

this, but that these have been refused by reason of objections being lodged against them. As 

such, we have taken advice with regards to the best next steps here, as we were not sure how 

best to proceed.  

We understand that when objections are received to minor variations, this leads to automatic 

refusal. We need to address the matters contained within the minor variations, to regularise 

the layout, as this is something we have been advised by the Council to do.   

Our options in order to address this are either to apply for a full variation of our Club 

Premises Certificate, or apply instead for a Premises Licence. We have determined that the 

latter is the best course of action, but we wanted to explain the reasons behind this to you so 

as not to cause alarm.  

The purpose of a Club Premises Certificate is to provide licensable activities to club members 

and their guests. A Premises Licence allows provision of licensable activities to members of 

the public, something we have previously done (for example during the Winter Ball) through 

the use of Temporary Events Notices. 

As such, we believe that a Premises Licence is more suitable for our purposes, and will mean 

that we do not need to go through the administrative process of applying for Temporary 

Events Notices every time we want to have one of these sorts of events going forward.  

However, as I say, we are conscious that we do not want to cause alarm, and we do not want 

you to think that this indicates a change of style of operation from a cricket club to an events 

space. It simply allows us the flexibility to hold the same sorts of events we have held 

previously under one licence. 
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As such, to ensure that this remains the case, we are proposing strict conditions as part of the 

Premises Licence Application we intend to lodge. Importantly, one of these conditions will 

limit the number of times per year that licensable activities can take place in the grounds after 

7pm to a maximum of 8 occasions. This will include events like the Winter Ball and our 

fireworks display. These sorts of events are important to generate much needed funds for the 

day to day activities at the Club, but we are aware that these must be limited in such a way as 

to ensure harmony with all members of the local community.  

Therefore, we are also proposing that we be obliged to inform local residents at least 14 days 

in advance of the date of any such event.  On all other occasions, licensable activities after 

7pm will take place within the Club House only.  

We will also propose various conditions to govern our use of the site, and I can provide a full 

copy of these to anyone who would like to see these – please just drop me an email 

(langleycricketclub@hotmail.com) and let me know. We hope that this will give local 

residents comfort, as any breach of these conditions would be grounds for enforcement action 

from the Council (something that we are acutely aware of in making this decision).  

We would highlight that our current Club Premises Certificate does not contain any 

conditions restricting our operation, so the grant of the Premises Licence would mean 

imposing specific obligations on us which do not currently exist. We hope that this 

demonstrates to you our commitment to ensuring that we are good neighbours.   

The Premises Licence Application will seek permission for licensable activities to the hours 

currently permitted by the Club Premises Certificate Sunday to Thursday, and slightly later 

on Friday, Saturday and Bank Holiday Sundays (to allow for the sorts of events I have 

detailed above). The hours we will seek will be until 11pm Monday – Thursday, midnight 

Friday, Saturday and Bank Holiday Sundays and 10.30pm on other Sundays (all plus 30 

minutes dispersal). 

We hope that this explanation will provide you with all the information you need in relation 

to this proposed application. However, if any residents have any queries, again please drop 

me an email. If anyone feels it would be beneficial to discuss this more generally, please also 

let me know and I would be happy to look into setting up a ‘virtual’ residents meeting. In 

usual times, I would have wanted to extend an open invite to the Club to explain the above in 

person and invite any questions, but obviously that is not possible in light of current 

circumstances.  

I look forward to hearing from anyone who wishes to get in touch, and in the absence of any 

queries we will proceed to lodge this application in due course. 

Wishing you all the best in these strange times.  
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Dear [x],  

I hope you and your family are keeping safe and well.  

I write further to our previous correspondence and meetings in relation to licensable events 

and activities taking place at the cricket club. 

As a reminder, Langley Cricket Club has been part of the village for 156 years. We are a true 

community club and facility, providing recreational and sporting opportunities for all age 

groups. We are the only Cricket Club in the local area, and we are very proud of the offering 

we provide to that area.  

We have a Club House which provides refreshments for members and guests and, as you 

know, we also carry out occasional events within our grounds. These events are vital in 

generating the revenue we need to continue to offers the sports facilities that we provide, and 

without them the future of the Club and the teams that play here would be in serious 

jeopardy.  

As you are aware, following correspondence with you in August last year, I made contact 

with Cheshire East Council to seek guidance on the operation of these events in relation to 

sound levels.  

This lead to discussions with the Council about some tweaks that would be necessary in 

relation to our Club Premises Certificate, namely to reflect the amendments made to the 

layout of the Club House since our Club Premises Certificate was granted, back in 2005.  

You may well be aware that we attempted to lodge minor variation applications to address 

this, but that these have been refused by reason of objections lodged by some residents. We 

have now had the opportunity to review the content of these representations (although we are 

not aware of the names of those making them). We of course understand the concerns raised, 

and as such we have taken advice with regards to the best next steps here, as we were not sure 

how best to proceed.  

We understand that when objections are received to minor variations, this leads to automatic 

refusal. We need to address the matters contained within the minor variations, to regularise 

the layout, as this is something we have been advised by the Council to do, in light of us 

proactively reaching out to them following our previous correspondence.  

Our options in order to address this are either to apply for a full variation of our Club 

Premises Certificate, or apply instead for a Premises Licence. We have determined that the 

latter is the best course of action, but we wanted to explain the reasons behind this to you so 

as not to cause alarm.  

The purpose of a Club Premises Certificate is to provide licensable activities to club members 

and their guests. A Premises Licence allows provision of licensable activities to members of 

the public, something we have previously done (for example during the Winter Ball) through 

the use of Temporary Events Notices. 

As such, we believe that a Premises Licence is more suitable for our purposes, and will mean 

that we do not need to go through the administrative process of applying for Temporary 

Events Notices every time we want to have one of these sorts of events going forward.  
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However, as I say, we are conscious that we do not want to cause alarm, and we do not want 

you to think that this indicates a change of style of operation from a cricket club to an events 

space. It simply allows us the flexibility to hold the same sorts of events we have held 

previously under one licence. 

As such, to ensure that this remains the case, we are proposing strict conditions as part of the 

Premises Licence Application we intend to lodge. Importantly, one of these conditions will 

limit the number of times per year that licensable activities can take place in the grounds after 

7pm to a maximum of 8 occasions. This will include events like the Winter Ball and our 

fireworks display. These sorts of events are important to generate much needed funds for the 

day to day activities at the Club, but we are aware that these must be limited in such a way as 

to ensure harmony with all members of the local community. 

Therefore, we are also proposing that we be obliged to inform you at least 14 days in advance 

of the date of any such event.  On all other occasions, licensable activities after 7pm will take 

place within the Club House only.  

We will also propose various conditions to govern our use of the site, and I attach a copy of 

those here for your information. We hope that this will give you comfort, as any breach of 

these conditions would be grounds for enforcement action from the Council (something that 

we are acutely aware of in making this decision).  

We would highlight that our current Club Premises Certificate does not contain any 

conditions restricting our operation, so the grant of the Premises Licence would mean 

imposing specific obligations on us which do not currently exist. We hope that this 

demonstrates to you our commitment to ensuring that we are good neighbours. As you will 

see from the attached, for example, this includes the use of the sound level meter we invested 

in, solidifying this commitment we made to you into a legal obligation.  

The Premises Licence Application will seek permission for licensable activities to the hours 

that we discussed when we met you previously, so until 11pm Monday – Thursday, midnight 

Friday, Saturday and Bank Holiday Sundays and 10.30pm on other Sundays (all plus 30 

minutes dispersal). This mirrors the timings currently permitted by our Club Premises 

Certificate, save for Fridays, Saturdays and Bank Holiday Sundays, and as I say this is to 

allow for events without the need for Temporary Events Notices.   

We hope that this explanation will provide you with all the information you need in relation 

to this proposed application. However, if you have any queries please do let me know.  

If you feel it would be beneficial to discuss this more generally, please also let me know and I 

would be happy to look into setting up a ‘virtual’ residents meeting. In usual times, I would 

have wanted to invite you to the Club to explain the above in person and invite any questions, 

but obviously that is not possible in light of current circumstances.  

I look forward to hearing from you should you wish to get in touch, and in the absence of any 

queries we will proceed to lodge this application in due course.  

Kind regards,  
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OPERATING SCHEDULE 
 
Hours 
 

Monday – Thursday: 10:00 – 23:00 (plus 30 minutes dispersal) 
Friday, Saturday (and Bank Holiday Sundays): 10:00 – 00:00 (plus 30 minutes dispersal) 
Sunday: 10:00 – 22:30 (plus 30 minutes dispersal) 
 
A) The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 
 
 

1. An appropriate CCTV system shall be maintained and operated at the premises.  
 
2. Recorded CCTV images will be maintained and stored for a period of [twenty-eight days] and 

shall be produced to the Police or Licensing Authority upon request. 
 
3. If necessary in relation to any event, by reference to a risk assessment, SIA registered security 

staff shall be employed at such times and in such numbers as required.  
 
4. Open containers of alcohol shall not be removed from the grounds of the cricket club.  
 
5. Staff who are to sell alcohol will be trained in the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003 with 

regards to the licensing objectives, and the laws relating to under age sales and the sale of 
alcohol to intoxicate persons, and that training shall be documented and repeated at 6 monthly 
intervals. 

 
6. A refusals book will be maintained at the premises, and made available to an officer of a 

responsible authority upon request.  
 
 
B) Public Safety 

 
 
1. Appropriate first aid equipment will be available at the premises at all times. 
 
2. Regular safety checks shall be carried out by staff. 
 
3. Management shall liaise with the Fire Authority as necessary to ensure compliance with all 

necessary fire regulations. 
 
4. The premises shall maintain an Incident Log and public liability insurance. 
 
 
C) The Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 

 
1. Licensable activities shall be permitted to take place externally beyond 7pm on a maximum of 68 

occasions per annum, such occasions to be notified to local residents in the vicinity a minimum of 
14 days prior to the event.  
 

2. On any occasion when events involving regulated entertainment are taking place externally, a 
member of staff will undertake regular perimeter checks to ensure that levels from regulated 
entertainment shall not be at such a level as to cause a nuisance to occupants of nearby 
premises. of sound levels, with the use of a sound level meter. Where necessary by reference to 
these checks, the volume of music shall be reduced to ensure that a nuisance is not caused. 
Records of the sound level checks shall be kept, including the time of the check, the level 
recorded and any remedial action taken.The levels shall be reduced upon request by the member 
of staff and such checks shall be recorded accordingly.   
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3. Noise from amplified music or voices shall not be such as to cause a noise nuisance to occupants 
of nearby premises.   
 

4. No noise shall emanate from the premises nor vibration be transmitted through the structure of 
the premises which gives rise to a nuisance.  

 
5. The cricket club grounds and immediate surrounding area shall be cleared of litter at regular 

intervals. 
 
6. Notices will be positioned at the exits to the ground requesting customers to leave in a quiet 

manner. 
 
7. All external dDoors and windows within the club house are to remainshall be closed whilst 

regulated entertainment is taking place closed after 11pm, save forexcept for normal access and 
egress. 

 
8. A dispersal policy shall be implemented and adhered to (see attached).  

  
8.9. Licensable activities shall not take place externally beyond 23:30 on any day.  
 
 
 
D) The Protection of Children From Harm 
 

1. A “Challenge 21” Policy shall be implemented in full and appropriate identification sought from 
any person who appears to be under the age of 21.  The only acceptable forms of ID are 
photographic driving licences, passports, HM forces warrant cards, EU/EEA national ID card or 
similar document or a form of identification with the "PASS" hologram. 

 
2. Staff training will include the Challenge 21 Policy and its operation.  In particular, staff shall be 

trained to take such action as is necessary to prevent the sale of alcohol to persons over the age 
of 18 where those customers are engaged in the distribution of alcohol to persons under the age 
of 18.  The training must be given to a new member of staff before they commence employment 
and all staff must receive refresher training every 6 months. 

 
3. Notices advising what forms of ID are acceptable must be displayed. 
 
4. Notices must be displayed in prominent positions indicating that the Challenge 21 policy is in 

force. 

 

Formatted: List Paragraph,  No bullets or numbering
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CHESHIRE CRICKET BOARD 

LIMITED 
  

 
 
 

24.9.20  
Mr Matt Stevens  
Langley Cricket Club 
Cock Hall Lane  
Langley  
Cheshire  
SK11 0DE  
  

Dear Mr Stevens,  
  
Thank you for your recent communication regarding Langley Cricket Club’s intention to apply 
for a premises licence for the clubhouse at Cock Hall Lane. 
 
In my capacity as Clubs and Participation Manager for Cheshire Cricket Board, it has been 
pleasing to witness the rapid progress the club has made in recent years, both on and off the 
field. 
 
Led by a strong and progressive committee with a clear vision, Langley is a cricket club at 
the heart of the local community. Membership numbers have increased considerably since 
2017, including the formation of a new Women’s team and the introduction of ‘All Stars 
Cricket’ for 5-8 year old boys and girls. Despite the significant challenges posed by Covid-19 
this summer, the club have even managed to launch a new Academy Team, taking part in a 
series of Sunday friendly matches organised through the Cheshire Cricket Board ‘Get the 
Game On’ initiative. 
 
As an (ECB) Clubmark accredited club, Langley have been certified by the game’s 
governing body as “safe, effective and child friendly”. The club were first accredited in 2017 
and have completed several Annual Health Checks, reaffirming their commitment to good 
governance and strong child welfare practices. The next formal assessment is due in 2021.  
 
As part of the Clubmark process, clubs are required to adopt and champion the ECB’s Safe 
Hands policy, appointing two qualified Club Welfare Officers who have undergone Safe 
Hands training and hold up to date enhanced DBS certificates. All other volunteers working 
in close contact with children have been appropriately vetted. The club also have robust 
Codes of Conduct in place for players, members and guests and have also adopted the ECB 
Inclusion and Diversity policy, underlining their commitment to providing sporting 
opportunities for all.  
 
With more than 100 junior members and competitive playing opportunities for boys, girls, 
men and women, Langley are one of Cheshire Cricket’s most progressive clubs. The Cricket 
Board are fully supportive of the club’s development aims and we trust this letter will assist 
those seeking greater understanding of the club, its leadership team and vision for the 
future.  
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Kind regards,  
Gareth Moorhouse  
Clubs & Participation Manager  
Cheshire Cricket Board Limited  
Gareth.moorhouse@cheshirecricketboard.co.uk   
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___________________________________________ 

 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF MATTHEW STEVENS 

____________________________________________ 

 

1. My name is Matthew Stevens and I am the Chairman of Langley Cricket Club. I make 

this statement in support of the application made by the Club for a new premises 

licence for the clubhouse and grounds; and in response to the representations received 

against this.  

Background 

2. I would firstly wish to give the Committee some brief background of the club’s 

history, and then explain its current place within the Langley community.  

3. Langley CC was founded in 1864, and the club played on a field set aside for that use 

by the owner of Langley Print Works, situated within the boundary of the factory 

grounds. The club become well known within the local area, and many of the factory 

employees and the villagers became members of the club.  The club played their 

matches on this site for around 100 years. 

 

4. In 1964 the factory closed and the club lost the use of its ground. As such, for the next 

nine years, they were forced to play away matches only, but managed to retain their 

players whilst doing so. Subsequently, in 1973, thanks to the hard work of the 

Committee at the time, and with the help of the people of the village and surrounding 

areas, the club moved to their present ground on Cock Hall Lane.  

 

5. At the beginning, facilities were very sparse and with the absence of the support from 

the factory, all the funds required came from players and other friends of the club 

within the area.  At this time, we changed in the village hall and travelled to the 

ground and had our teas in the local pub.  All the cricket that was played at this time 

was on a friendly basis. 
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6. This changed in 1975 when Langley became founder members of the Cheshire 

Cricket Competition, playing against teams from Macclesfield, Congleton, Northwich 

and Hazel Grove.  The club remains an integral part of the Cheshire pyramid system 

to this day. 

 

7. In 2010 Langley applied to become a Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC). This 

was duly granted by HMRC and the club’s constitution was updated accordingly. 

 

8. By 2011 the club had reached a pivotal moment.  Both adult teams were getting older 

and the need for investment back into the club was apparent.  We received a grant to 

renovate the shower and toilet areas in line with new league guidelines and this was 

complete by the time the 2011 season started. 

 

9. In 2012 Sport England were running a major grant funding initiative called Protecting 

Playing Fields, where funding could be directed into improving playing surfaces 

across many sports.  The club applied and received a grant of £65,000 towards 

essential outfield drainage and playing surface improvements.  The club also applied 

to and received £15,000 grant funding from the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme towards 

the outfield drainage.  By 2013 the works were complete. These made an 

immeasurable difference to the ground.  We installed a pedestrian entrance gate 

during this period which enabled the local community to come in and use our 

facilities all year round.  This was very well received and to this day the community 

are able to use our facilities for general recreation throughout the year.  

 

10. In 2014 discussions were taking place with the Parish Plan Steering Committee 

regarding a gap they had identified in the local area that the cricket club could 

potentially help with.  Sally Hammill wrote: 

 

“The Parish Plan for the Parish of Sutton, Macclesfield, was published in October 

2012. One of the major concerns of residents who completed the questionnaire (58% 

of residents returned completed questionnaires), was the lack of facilities & activities 

for children of the parish, especially in the 12-18 age group. 
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The Steering Group is working hard to finds way to improve play facilities for 

younger children as well as working with local groups to provide opportunities older 

groups. With this aim we intend to work closely with the Langley Cricket Club in their 

aim to provide coaching & sporting facilities available to all local children. 

 

We are very happy to support the Cricket Club in their plans for future development 

and improvements as it will provide much needed opportunities for many of our 

children who need organised, structured play provision in a safe environment, close 

to their homes.” 

 

11. To fill this gap in local provision the club re-started a junior section in 2014.  We 

applied for and successfully received £7,000 funding from Sport England towards 

junior equipment and invested in 2 volunteers to become qualified coaches to run the 

sessions.  We also received grants from 3 different funders towards the installation of 

£7,800 artificial match pitch for training purposes.  Our junior sessions started with 6 

juniors and 2 volunteer coaches.  Throughout the year and into the close season the 

club engaged with local schools and the numbers of children began to steadily 

increase.  Indoor sessions over the winter and into 2016 also led to more volunteers 

wanting to become coaches. 

 

12. Over the next 2 years the junior section grew to unprecedented levels.  We created 

junior teams at under 9, 11, 13 and 15 levels and increased our number of volunteer 

coaches from 2 to 8.  The numbers of juniors participating in training and games grew 

year on year and the cricket club was becoming a real central hub for the community.  

However, one thing letting the club down was the lack of a modern clubhouse to go 

with the wonderful setting. 

 

13. In 2015 the club applied for and were awarded £8,500 towards new ground equipment 

so we could maintain the new outfield and playing surface using modern equipment.  

This made a terrific difference to the playing surface and our annual league pitch and 

outfield marks began to improve. 

 

14. In 2016 a project to extend and modernise the clubhouse was started.  One of the key 

aims of the project was to open our facilities up to use by the local community.  We 
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had sent a survey out to the local community and 98% thought it was a good idea with 

92% saying they would use the facility in the future.  This was by far the biggest 

project the club had engaged in since the move to our Cock Hall Lane ground.  We 

applied to and were successful with 5 funders and started the work in late 2016.  The 

club also raised £20,000 towards the cost through organised events and fund raisers.  

The work was complete by the start of the 2017 season and it created: 

 

 A new bar area with the ability to serve cask and barrelled beer 

 A new kitchen facility 

 A new junior equipment store 

 A modernised club-house room  

 Refurbished toilets with baby changing facilities  

 An extended outdoor patio area  

 

15. There is no doubt the extension and modernisation of our clubhouse led to a surge in 

people attending the club and participation levels across the juniors and adult teams.  

The Friday night junior training sessions were a focal point in the week for many 

local people, with new friendships made that are still going strong today. 

 

16. In 2017 Langley Cricket Club were awarded ClubMark status for the very first time.  

Andrew Jackson, Macclesfield Cricket Development and Coaching Officer, 

commented: 

 

“The Cheshire County Manager reviewing the club’s documentation, policies and 

procedures had only minor changes to make which highlights the level of detail that 

the club has ensuring everything is run with due diligence – a brilliant remark 

considering how quickly you have got the junior section going.” 

 

17. In 2018 one of the volunteer coaches approached the club with the idea of creating a 

women’s team – a first in our 154 year history.  This was universally greeted with 

excitement as women’s cricket is one of the fastest growing sports in the UK, and 

especially in the Cheshire region.  Indoor training sessions were booked and the 
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response was fantastic.  By 2019 the women’s membership base had grown to 20 

training and playing in softball tournaments on a regular basis. 

 

18. In 2018 the club held its first firework display and this was very well attended by 

people in the community.   

 

19. In 2019 the Cheshire Girls Under 13s team played a county game against Derbyshire 

Under 13s Girls at the club, and this was the first time the club had been asked to host 

a county organised event. 

 

20. In late 2019 the club decide to start a girls’ team with the ambition that the girls 

would start to integrate into the women’s set-up and provide a constant stream of 

future cricketers.  In 2020 the girls’ and women’s teams have entered into leagues and 

we played our first competitive games – again another first in our long history.  We 

also started a 3rd team to give our juniors the chance to play senior cricket.  With the 

help of the Cheshire Cricket Board we arranged fixtures and provided 18 of our 

juniors with regular senior cricket. 

 

21. Our team of volunteers devote hours and hours of their free time to ensuring the club 

is run effectively and efficiently, providing opportunities and life long memories for 

children and young people and keeping the club’s 156 history legacy going for many 

years to come.  The club is looking to put itself in the best position to secure its future, 

whilst fulfilling the hopes and aspirations of people local and the surrounding areas. 

 

22. To summarise, over the last few years, the club has achieved the following:  

 

 Over £200,000 in grant funding from 12 different funding bodies for key club 

projects over a period of 8 years. 

 ClubMark accredited. 

 2 qualified volunteer Child Welfare Officers. 

 12 volunteer ECB qualified coaches with a junior committee managing the 

section. 
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 Mixed junior teams at All Stars, under 9, 11, 13 and 15 age groups with over 

100 children participating on a weekly basis throughout the cricket season. 

 3 senior adult teams. 

 Women’s team playing league cricket. 

 Girls Under 13 team playing league cricket. 

 More junior parents requesting to become volunteer coaches ready for the 

2021 season. 

 The prospect of our newly formed 3rd team playing league cricket in 2021. 

 An opportunity for local children and young people to regularly participate in 

recreational and sporting activities whilst enhancing their social skills and 

making lifelong friends. 

 The ability for friends and families of all ages to come together and socialise 

in a safe environment. 

 An accessible large open space area available for use by everyone in the local 

community all year round. 

 A fully modernised clubhouse with bar and catering facilities. 

 A strong dedicated volunteer committee pulling in the same direction to 

provide Langley and the local areas with a unique and deserving facility that is 

available to everyone. 

 

Licence Application 

 

23. I strongly believe that we are successful in achieving all of the above, whilst also 

being respectful of our neighbours and the local community at large. I am supported 

in that view by a large number of local residents and supporters from further afield. I 

attach support from local residents at Exhibit MS1 and support from further afield at 

Exhibit MS2.  

 

24. However, I am of course aware that there are some local residents who disagree, and 

who have made complaints about the operation of the club both in the past and in 

relation to this application. These residents initially complained to us about noise 

emanating from some outdoor events we held, under temporary events notices.  
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25. We as a club consider ourselves to be a community asset, and as such, as soon as we 

received these complaints, we made a point of reaching out to the residents to discuss. 

We do not want to operate in such a way as to cause any issues to the local 

community.  

 

26. I held a meeting with those who had complained in August 2019, and as part of our 

action points following this, assured them that we would contact Cheshire East 

Council to seek advice on managing noise levels at events. I should highlight that we 

are a cricket club, not an events venue, and this will continue to be the case. However, 

we hold events as ancillary to the cricket activity, and as a result of these complaints 

we have sought to educate ourselves further on managing these, both through liaison 

with the Council and through seeking legal advice. I believe that we have acted 

responsibly and appropriately in this regard.  

 

27. On taking advice from the authority, one matter which arose was that some changes 

would be necessary in relation to our existing CPC – to reflect changes to layout that 

had been made in respect of the Club House since our CPC was originally granted.  

 

28. As such, and as advised, we lodged a number of minor variations seeking to address 

this. These were refused by reason of representations submitted against them by the 

residents who had previously complained. It was at this point that we decided that it 

would be sensible for us to seek legal advice. When we did so, we discussed the 

options open to us, which included varying our CPC or applying for a new premises 

licence.  

 

29. The reasons for our decision to apply for a premises licence were set out to the 

community at large, and to the residents who had previously complained, well in 

advance of us submitting our application, together with an invitation to speak to us 

with any concerns/queries.  

 

30. The wording at Exhibit MS3 was posted on the village social media page, and the 

letter at Exhibit MS4 was sent to the group of residents who had previously 

complained. I would draw the Committee’s attention to these, as they explain our 

motivations for this application.  
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31. We received a huge number of positive and supportive comments on our social media 

post. We received one direct contact from a member of the community, the landlady 

of a local pub, who was supportive but concerned to know whether this application 

would affect her rural rates relief. We undertook, through our solicitors, to make 

enquiries of a ratings expert to ensure that this would not be the case and provide her 

with that confirmation. Her relief is not affected because our licensable activities are 

purely ancillary to the use of the grounds for cricket activities.  

 

32. We also sent details of our proposed application to Sutton Parish Council, and awaited 

lodging the application until after they had had the opportunity to consider this at their 

meeting on 23rd July 2020. They subsequently resolved that they were satisfied with 

the application subject to the limit of 8 external evening events that we had proposed.  

 

33. As such, there was a significant period of time between us notifying the community of 

our proposals (in mid-June) and us lodging the application in early August 2020. We 

did not receive any direct responses or queries from the residents in that time.  

 

Representations 

 

34. During the consultation period, we received some correspondence from the 

Environmental Health Team at Cheshire East Council. We were happy to agree some 

amends/additions to our operating schedule to ensure that they were confident that our 

proposals were acceptable. For clarity, I attach at Exhibit MS5 a revised operating 

schedule which shows the agreed position we have reached.  

 

35. Importantly, the amendments include:  

 

 Reduction of the number of events which will take place externally beyond 

7pm to 6 per year (from 8 as proposed in our application); and  

 Restriction of external licensable activities to 23:30 on any day. 

 

36. We wrote (through our solicitors) to each of the residents who had made 

representations to explain these amendments and to invite them again to speak with us 

in advance of the hearing. I attach the correspondence we have had in relation to this 

Page 136



\\kslfs01\ptrdata\docs\L\A\N\LAN389\1\Witness Statement of Matthew Stevens_16586637_1.doc 9 

at Exhibit MS6. With the exception of Mr Gilbert, who was kind enough to join a 

‘Zoom’ call to speak to us, we either have not received a response or have received a 

response indicating that there was no desire to discuss matters further with us.  

 

Licensing Objectives  

 

37. As such, whilst these matters will be addressed in detail at Committee, I would like to 

take the opportunity to highlight that I believe we have policies, procedures and 

safeguards in place that will ensure that, should our licence be granted, the licensing 

objectives will be upheld.  

 

38. There has never been any crime or disorder associated with the club or with any 

events, and there is no reason to be believe that this will occur in the future. The sorts 

of events we are talking about are community focussed, and our clubhouse is simply 

used for members and families/friends for drinks around cricket activities. Our 

operation simply does not have the propensity to undermine this objective.  

 

39. As a sports club we naturally have to be very conscious of public safety in terms of 

the way we operate, and this also extends to protecting children from harm. I am 

happy to discuss and explain the incident referred to in some of the representations 

when an air ambulance was called for a child during the course of the Committee 

hearing. However, in general what I would say is that we have an exemplary record in 

this regard as confirmed by the Cheshire Cricket Board Clubs & Participation 

Manager – correspondence from whom is at Exhibit MS7.  

 

40. In terms of public nuisance, we are acutely aware of allegations that our operations 

have caused a nuisance, and are committed to ensuring that this is not the case. This is 

demonstrated by our commitment to seeking advice on this matter. We have invested 

in sound level monitors for external events, and have offered conditions that require 

these to be used when regulated entertainment is taking place externally. We have 

committed to licensable activities not taking place externally after 23:30.  

 

41. Finally, and importantly, as noted above, we have committed to having no more than 

6 events per year which carry on outside beyond 19:00. This means that the outside 
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area will only be used for licensable activities between 19:00 and 23:30 6 times a year 

– an average of once every 2 months.  

 

42. We believe that this presents a sensible and reasonable compromise – it allows us to 

carry out the sorts of events we need to generate revenue whilst committing us to a 

very restrictive permitted usage of the outside space in the evenings.  

 

43. We do need to be able to generate revenue from the bar sales within the clubhouse, 

and from a small number of events per year to allow us to cover the day to day 

running costs of the club. These are significant, but they allow us to provide the 

excellent community facilities detailed above. All funds raised by events and through 

sales in the club house go back into the club for continual improvements in provision, 

equipment and facilities.  

 

44. As such, we need this licence to be able to continue and secure the long term future of 

the club. We are not asking for any more than what is necessary in order to do that – 

indeed, we have actively sought to restrict our licence as much as possible (e.g. by 

agreeing to this limit of 6) so as to be as neighbourly as we can be.  

 

45. I hope that the Committee consider what we are proposing to be a reasonable and 

proportionate balance between these competing interests, and I am happy to assist 

with any further queries they may have during the course of the proceedings.  
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